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John was born in Madison, Wisconsin in 1935.  He attended St. Olaf College,

Northfield, Minnesota and graduated in 1956.  He served four years in the

U.S. Navy as an Air Intelligence Officer (Anti-Submarine Warfare) with

Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron Eleven in Quonset Point, Rhode Island and

aboard the aircraft carrier, U.S.S. Wasp in the Atlantic Fleet.

In 1960 he returned to the University of Wisconsin, Madison where he

received the Master's and Doctoral degrees in Philosophy. In 1965, while in

graduate school, he met and married Rosalie Holden.  They have one child, a

daughter, Elizabeth.

In 1965 John and Rosalie moved to Green Bay where he taught Philosophy at

the University of Wisconsin, Green Bay until 1974.  He left the University

and spent the next eighteen years as the Executive Director of the Lake

Michigan Area Agency on Aging from 1974-1978 and of the United Way of Brown County, Wisconsin from 1978-1992.  

Following the cancer death of a close friend in 1982, he became a volunteer

in hospice.  In 1992 the hospice experience led him to return to the College

of Nursing at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.  He received the

Bachelor’s degree in Nursing in 1994 at age sixty.  Returning to Green Bay

he assumed staff nursing positions in hospice and on the cardiac floor of

Bellin Memorial Hospital.  

The experiences of hospice and cardiac nursing led him to an interest in why

and how his patients had become sick and were dying.  As a philosopher he

began an inquiry into the American medical system and began offering the

program, "To Live Long and Die Healthy," in 2000.  That program has now been

given more than fifteen hundred times to more than three hundred companies,

conferences and seminars across the country.  

A second program, "On Being A Professional Patient," was created in 2004

and has, itself, been given three hundred times.  A third program which

examines end-of-life questions in the American Medical system has just been

prepared. 

