Happy New Year!

I hope your holidays were happy and you were able to enjoy the meaning of the season and your family.  Now is the time for New Year resolutions; perhaps a new dedication to your career?  Please see the enclosed calendar of events to plan for your professional development. 

December’s professional development meeting was light and fun, a refreshing escape from our jobs and chaos of holiday preparations.  As always, Sheri Peitersen did not disappoint.  We had time to socialize and network  then dove into a challenging engineering task that brought out the competitive side in all of us.    It was a great exercise and lesson in communication and interpretation.  Thank you to all who took the time to attend during a busy month.  Thanks again to Sheri, who always brightens up a room!

As you reflect on your 2011 accomplishments I am sure you consequently ponder goals for 2012.  Please consider the value of our Professional Development meetings.  For two hours a month that you receive certification credit for, you can network with peers, gain valuable supply management knowledge, meet key presenters and dignitaries discover new suppliers, speakers, or employees, add to your education transcript, be eligible for a gift card, or better yet, seek a volunteer position to add to your resume!   There is value, come to one meeting and you will see.  We can have the most impressive memberships on our resumes, but if we don’t actively participate and become engaged, we are not benefiting or experiencing what sets us apart from any other procurement person.   
A few reminders:
· If you are interested in volunteering for a committee, please contact me directly. We are seeking Marketing, Education, and Survey help.    

· Our second annual CPO Forum is in April so if you have any panelist recommendations or would like to volunteer to help plan this event, please let me know.

· Please visit our own website at http://www.new-ism.org/ to learn more about the offerings of this affiliate, job openings, and upcoming events.  

· Please see the enclosed Supplier Table page.  If you have suppliers that are interested in sponsoring a table at an upcoming PDM or advertise on our website, please share this with them.   
The January 10th meeting is on “Lean Value Stream, from Supplier to End User”, focusing on extending your lean initiatives into supplier operations.   We will have 4 speakers from Optima Associates.  The meeting is at The MarQ in De Pere and is our joint meeting with APCIS.  Hope to see you there!   
Amy Reid, C.P.M.

President, ISM Northeast Wisconsin

920-405-2930

Amy.reid@associatedbank.com
